
COAS Executive Committee Meeting 

April 29, 2016 

LA 160 12:00 P. M. 

 

 

Members present: 

Eric Carl Link, Dean 

Abe Schwab, Presiding Officer (Chair) 

Nancy Virtue, Deputy Presiding Officer 

Hardin Aasand 

Carol Lawton 

Erik Ohlander 

Aranzazu Pinan-Llamas 

Josh Bacon, COAS Faculty Secretary (non-voting) 

 

 

Meeting called to order at 12:05. 

 

1. COAS Fall 2016 Convocation scheduled for September 26 in LA 159 at 12:00. COAS Fall 

2016 Assembly scheduled for November 28 in LA 159 at 12:00. 

 

2. The Executive Committee reviewed the Curriculum Committee’s memo in response to the 

COAS Requirements Working Group Report. The Executive Committee reached consensus 

to form an ad hoc committee from members of the Curriculum Committee, Assessment 

Committee, Executive Committee, and, because of the extensive research they have already 

completed, the COAS Requirements Working Group. Abe will write up the announcement 

and circulate it to the Executive Committee for feedback and approval 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COASCD#15-45



Craig Ortsey (current Chair of Curriculum Committee), Brenda Lundy Jackson (current Chair of 

Assessment Committee), and Members of the COAS Requirements Working Group, 

 

I write to ask for your nominations to serve on an Ad Hoc Committee on Learning Outcomes and 

College-level Requirements (LOCR) to consider the appropriate next steps regarding the COAS 

Requirements Working Group’s Final Report (Final Report). The Final Report is attached. 

 

During December 2015, the Executive Committee (EC) met on two occasions to discuss the 

Final Report. On January 7, 2016, the EC passed the Final Report to the COAS Curriculum 

Committee, as a duly elected committee responsible for curriculum within the college. The EC 

included a charge for the Curriculum Committee to “review, evaluate, and make 

recommendations regarding the next steps” regarding the Final Report. The EC received the 

response from the Curriculum Committee on April 29, 2016. You will find the Curriculum 

Committee response (CC response) attached.  

 

During it’s April 29th meeting, the EC discussed the CC response and determined that a 

fundamental difference between the Final Report and the CC response was the order in which 

requirements were established and Learning Outcomes determined. Specifically, the Final Report 

establishes the College-level requirements and leaves the Learning Outcomes to be determined 

later. The CC response recommends that the Learning Outcomes be identified first, and then the 

requirements that meet those Learning Outcomes be identified. The EC also affirmed the 

significance and guiding value of the Statement of Guiding Principles from the Final Report, 

pasted below for emphasis.  

 

The Charge of the Ad Hoc Committee on Learning Outcomes and College-level Requirements 

(LOCR) will be to 

1) Use the Statement of Guiding Principles from the Final Report as a foundation to identify 

Learning Outcomes that College-level Requirements should achieve 

2) Identify possible sets of recommended College-level Requirements directly grounded on these 

Learning Outcomes 

3) Return these Learning Outcomes and sets of recommended College-level Requirements to the 

Executive Committee 

 

The LOCR will be made up of two members of the Curriculum Committee (who did not serve on 

the Working Group), two members of the Assessment Committee (who did not serve on the 

Working Group), two members of the Working Group, and one member of the Executive 

Committee.  

 

The Working Group and each Committee will be left with the responsibility to determine how 

their members will be nominated for the LOCR. 

 

Be well — Abe 

 

P.S. As these committees are in transition in membership, I have also CC’d members of the 

relevant committees for next academic year. 

 



 

Statement of Guiding Principles (from the Final Report) The largest college within the 

university, the College of Arts and Sciences at IPFW offers 42 different majors through which 

students develop a specialized set of skills and knowledge. The College of Arts and Sciences also 

provides students a broad liberal education that is both rich in tradition and responsive to an 

ever-changing world. Reflecting a core principle of liberal education, students within the college 

participate in the acquisition, development, and synthesis of knowledge within and across diverse 

academic disciplines. Through these processes, students develop habits of inquiry and reflection 

beneficial to all stages of life and career. These characteristics form the foundation of productive 

and responsible citizenship in a diverse and increasingly complex and globalized world. 

 

The liberal education begins with students’ fulfillment of the IPFW general education 

curriculum. Through additional coursework within the College of Arts and Sciences, students 

deepen this foundation, honing their abilities to think critically, communicate effectively, apply 

quantitative and qualitative reasoning, appreciate diversity, understand the natural and human 

world, and develop creative and informed solutions to current and future challenges. More than 

simply an additional set of requirements, however, the COAS curricular requirements provide 

students the opportunity within and outside the classroom to enrich and expand their liberal 

educations through unique curricular experiences that advance intellectual growth. Here, students 

are challenged to integrate knowledge across disciplines, expand their experiences as local and 

global citizens, and engage in the production of scholarship and creative activity. 

   

 

 


